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Citing 8 rious flaws,” wifthf the
w. George Pataki on

Thursday st a veto to the Great

| Lakes Water Quality legislation.
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The governor’s acuons to Del- 7
Monte’s Assembly Bill A-11713,
‘and Maziarz’s S-8107, measures
which saw strong support locally
and statewide, and followed ap-
- proval by both houses i in Albany,
came on the last.day prior to the

leglslatlon becoming state law by

default. In essence the bill, which i

would have amended the state’s En-

200-1e

waste disposal fac11ty'ﬁom being |

sited in allocation with the potential
to dxscharge into the Great Lakes
system,” went down to defeat due
to Pataki’s concerns of possible

conflicts with the state DEC's yet-
to-be-finalized Siting Plan govern-
ing placement of hazardous waste
‘faciliies in communities. The Sit-
ing Plan is expected to be ﬁnahzedi
by DEC in 2007.
vironmental Conservation Law to -
proh:bxt any mdustnal hazardous,
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Porter
hearing on
Preserving

farm land

by Susan Mikolo, ,Campbell' o

A public hearing on a plan to

- preserve farming land and boost

the agricultural economy in the
Town of Porter will be held at

i 7pm, on Monday, Sept. 11, at
Inhis announcement of Veto No. |
SEE DELMONTE continued on page 2

Town Hall ,
The hearing, approved at Mon-
ﬂﬂy s Town Board meeting, is im-
© - eammunity mem-
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contmued from cover

355, Pataki sald, “q amvadVised
that this bill is intended to pre-
‘vent the possible expansion of
Chemical Waste Management's
hazardous waste disposal landfill

“in the towns of Porter and [ ewis-

ton. While I understand and ap-
prec:ate the concern regarding

this issue, it would be premature -

to foreclose the option of expand—
ing this facility pending the issu-
ance of the final statewide Siting
Plan. Indeed, the statewide Siting

Plan is intended to be a compre-

hensive and ob3ectwe plan that
will assist the state in making dif
ficult decisions regarding the sit-
ing of hazardous waste facilities
;throughout the state ”
‘Serious Flaws’

In notmg the many problems

contained in the legislation, Pa-

taki raised issue with the fact that

by its “Great Lakes” definition,

the measure in essence wmﬁd'
encompass the future of 24 coun-

ties within the state with regards
to placement of hazardous waste
facilities. “This bill would effec-
tively preclude the siting of any

I.emsfon-Porter Senhnel

sue that the bill “w
priately cncumvent the long-es-

SB@MS

hazardous waste dxsposal facility
in over 50 percent of the state and

in areas only remotely assoc;ated ,

w1th the Great Lakes.”

Pataki also expressed concerns
over what the state and DEC felt
were “substantial constitutional
issues” in limiting the disposal of
hazardous waste in the state from
out-ofstate sources. “They are
also concerned that the bill could
result in other states enacting

similar laws to limit the disposal of

solid and hazardous wastes from

New York state,” Pataki said.
Further, the governor raxsed is-

ould inappro-

tablished process” of DEC for the

regulating of hazardous waste fa-

cilities, taking into consideration
the environmental merits of the

“treatment, storage and dlsposal‘
of hazardous waste, air emissions

and water pollutlon discharges of
each potential applicant.”

While Pataki went on to say he
was fully committed to protecting
the Great Lakes as an important
natural resource, he added, I am

constrained to disapprove the bill’

aturday, August 19, 2006

because xt is premature and suf-

fers ﬁ'om serious flaws.”
CWM Cites
‘Negnhve Impact’

chk Sturges, district manager
_of CWM Chemical Services LLC,

who described the measure as

“flawed, both legally and envi-
ronmentally,” said it “would have
_added no meaningful protections

to the strmgent standards already
in place” in the state. Further he

said it could have a negative im-

pact on brownfield cleanups and
other environmental remedial
measures both inside and outsxde
of the state, ‘

“This bill would have added to
the costs of brownfield and super-

fund cleanups in New York,” said
Sturges. “It would have erected
barriers to enwronmentally safe,

cost-effective waste management
options in New York state.”

tively seek input from out neigh-
bors in Niagara County as we

- move forward with future opera-

tions and as we continue to op-

erate the facility in an environ-

mentally safe manner-and in full

DelMonte to explore range of opﬂons

comphance with all focal, state
and federal enwronmental regu-

lations.”

Dlsuppbmtmem Abounds
As to be expected, disappoint-

‘ment to the veto was _echoed
strongly by DelMonte and Mazi-

arz, as well as dozens in the area

who had strongly backed the

measure. ,
“l am very dlsappomted ? said
DelMonte. “He focused on the
state Siting Plan which has been
delinquent for the past 12 years.”
DelMonte said her bill as pre-
sented contained very strong evi-
dence in terms of the amount of

- hazardous waste brought into the

state versus that actually gener-

ated in New York. “In that context
- it makes a lot of sense to not have

any (hazardous waste) facility in

- New York state whatsoever,” she
said.
“CWM will continue to proac- ‘

DelMonte added, “Its some-
what perplexing in its explana-
tion,” noting = Pataki’s aspired
legacy as an environmental gov-
ernor, his state acquisitions of Ad-
irondack lands and then his back-
handed slap at Niagara Countv

enwronmental interests with the
bill’s veto. “It’s not sound environ-

- mental policy,” she added.

Saying she intends to meet
“fairly soon” with local and state
interests “to discuss a range of
options,” DelMonte stressed, “It’s
important for all of us to get to-
gether to plan the next step.” She
closed with optimism for a better
result next year with a new gov-
ernor.

“lam bafﬂed by the governor S
logic,” said Maziarz, who along
DelMonte and such groups as

_The Niagara-Health Science Proj-
ect, Residents for Responsible
Government and others, had
campaigned strongly on many oc-

casions over numerous years to
safeguard Niagara County envi-

_ronmental interests, the health cf

its citizens and Great Lakes water
quality from the impact of CWI 1
operations.

“His veto message argues that
a statewide hazardous waste plan
should be in place before the bill's
provisions  can be “considered.

However a law passed in 1987 re-
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continued from page 22 :

quired the creation of such a plan
within six months. It's now 2006
and no plan has been adopted.
‘How long are we supposed to
wait?” Maziarz asked. o

“For the governor’s entire term
of office, the state has beenin con- |

tempt of court for failing to finalize

 the statewide hazardous waste fa-
 cility Siting Plan. Itis inexcusable

_ for the governor-to now use the

 dysfunction of his own administra-

tion for vetoing a ‘no-brainer’ bill.”

. Magiarz vowed to “fight on” in
- his efforts in the Senate for an

" can think of 1.3 million rec-
sons to sign it ... [Pataki) has
lost touch with the very people
who put him woliee
~ Tim Henderson
ferring to the over $1 million spent

ment in Albany lobbying in recent.
years. She closed by urging Mazi-
arz to a lead a Senate override of
the Patakiveto.
Tim Henderson of RRG and
ROLE said he was “not surprised

ini the governor’s shortsighted-

" override of the Pataki veto. _ness” .
" Waste Management ‘1 can think of 1.3 million rea-

. _ Influence Raised
~ Amy Witryol of the Niagara

Health Science Project was equal-
ly dismayed. “The governor’s veto

.reflects his desire to give CWM

the opportunity to reduce US.

* hazardous waste Jandfill capac-
ity by consolidating national toxic

waste here. Consolidation means

_better profit margins for a very
- powerful lobby,” said Witryol, re

_even picked her
_derson predicted a “brighter day

sons to sign it said Henderson,

alluding to Waste ‘Management
Jobbying efforts. He added thatPa-
taki “has lost touch with the very

 people who put him in office.”

_ Saying that the “Fat lady has not |
song yet,” Hen-

in New York state come January
with a new governor and a new

direction.”
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